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SERMON

THE EPIPHANY.

Malachi i. 11. " From the rising of the sun, even unto the going down of

" the same, my name shall be great among the Gentiles. And in every

" place, incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering. For
" my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts."

IT has been often remarked concerning the calling of

the Gentiles, that the great event became distinct ia

prophecy, in proportion as the time of its accomplish-

ment drew near. The truth of this is especially evident

in the text. The book in which it is found, is the last

in the canon of the Old Testament: and while it emits

the dying glimmerings of divine illumination under the

law, there is with them a glimpse of the brighter illu-

mination, which was to succeed under the gospel.

Hence it is, that the words read to you are an explana-

tory comment on the festival of this day, and on the

service in which it is celebrated by our church.

Your preacher stands before you at this time, at the

desire of his fellow members of an infant society, of

which the object is the advancement of Christianity

within this diocese and state. They have chosen the

festival of the Epiphany for their anniversary; doubt-

less from the opinion, that the making of internal pro-



vision for the preaching of the gospel, for the adminis-

tering of its ordinances, and for the promoting of chris-

tian knowledge and practice in various ways, is coinci-

dent with those counsels of God, which look forward to

the perpetuating and the extendi? g of the light of divine

truth; intended to increase, until all the nations of the

earth shall be covered with its blaze.

Therefore, relying on the pertinancy of the text, alike

to the present celebration of the church and to the cha-

ritable occasion before us, I shall consider the words,

as suggesting the following propositions:

1st. That we have here a prophecy, concurring with

other prophecies, in pointing to the event of the calling

of the Gentiles.

2d. That this event was predicted under a dispen-

sation, unpropitious to the expectation of the accom-

plishment of it.

3d. That it was nevertheless accomplished to a very-

great extent; and by means utterly incompetent, other-

wise than as governed by divine agency.

4th. That this gives ground of confidence, in the

entire verifying of the prediction in future.

And lastly, That there result from the subject duties,

which should be influential on our consciences and our

conduct.

1st. We have here a prophecy concurring with other

prophecies, in pointing to the event of the calling of the

Gentiles.

" From the rising of the sun, even unto the going

down of the same:" In these words, accommodated to

ordinary conception and to customary speech, the pro-

phet announces, that on every region visited by the Orb
of D i\ ,

" the Sun of Righteousness," as the promised

Messiah L called not far below the text, and in the lan-b
»



guage there used, should " arise with healing in his

wings."* "My name shall be great among the Gentiles:"

Here, as in other places, the name of God is expressive

of all the holy attributes of his nature: and this name
was to be "great;"—that is acknowledged, reverenced,

and adored, among all those families of the earth, who
were worshipping the host of heaven, or the elements of

nature, or the memories of men of like passions with

themselves. " And in every place," that is, not only on

the hill of Zion, then exclusively the appointed place of

sacrifice, but throughout the habitable world, " incense

shall be offered unto my name;" meaning that of evange-

lical prayer and praise, and not material incense; which

was unknown in the worship of the earliest ages of the

christian church. " And a pure offering:" It is applicable

to an holy heart and life. But there will be no impropri-

ety, should we adopt a favourite opinion of some of the

fathers, who thought they perceived in the words an

attribute of the commemorative sacrifice of the eucha-

rist—a pure offering, in comparison with the sacrifices

of the Jewish ritual, which were with blood. " For my
name shall be great among the heathen:" a repetition

expressive of the immutability of the promise. The
concluding words, " saith the Lord of hosts," being an

intimation of his ruling as well in the " army of heaven

as among the inhabitants of the earth,"f give additional

assurance, that the predicted work will be accomplished.

Such is the tenor of this prophecy: and although it

was not given until the concluding effusion of inspira-

tion under the law, yet the divine counsel which it in-

volves, shines through all the preceding periods of the

Israelitish history; or rather, that of the human race*

* Mai. iv. 2. f Daniel iv. 35.



It was first disclosed to Adam in Paradise, when he was

told, ' the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's

head."* It is discoverable in the promise to Abraham,
" In thy seed shall all the families of the earth be bless-

ed."! I1 *s to De traced further, in what Jacob said of

" the gathering of the people to Shiloh;"J that is, a

person supereminent in character and in commission.

It rises again into view, in what Moses said concerning

a prophet, § who should be, like himself, the deliverer

of a new dispensation. And it ought not to escape our

notice in the strains of wicked Balaam, where he says,

" I shall see him, but not now, I shall behold him, but

not nigh:"|| A glimpse of the spiritual kingdom of the

Messiah, being blended with the prospect of the tem-

poral dominion of the Israelitish nation.

In the succeeding periods of their history, their scrip-

tures abound with intimations of the event under con-

sideration. But the prophet who takes the most enrap-

tured views of it, is Isaiah. In one place, he is the

mouth of the Most High, speaking thus: " I am sought

<*f them that asked not after me, I am found of them

that sought me not."** In another place, there is ex-

pressed astonishment at the event, set before the mind

in vision—" Who hath heard such a thing? Who hath

seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth

in one day, or shall a nation be born at once?f f In ano-

ther, anticipating the same event, and addressing the

divine Head of the economy, he says, " The Gentiles

shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness

ofthy rising. "£:{: And in another, the Almighty Father is

* Genesis iii. 15. || Numbers xxiv. 17.

t Genesis xxii. 18. ** Isaiah lxv. 1.

| Genesis xlix. 10. ft Isaiah lxvi. 8.

§ Deuteronomy xviii. 18. }J Isaiah Ix. 3.



introduced, speaking thus to the future minister of his

will: " It is a light thing, that thou shouldest be my ser-

vant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the

preserved of Israel. I will also give thee for a light to the

Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation to the ends

of the earth."*

These are but a few of the many prophecies to the

purpose; and are here cited, not so much to prove, that

the Old Testament speaks clearly the sense which has

been attributed to it in this particular, as to establish

the fact, that the same sense entered essentially into, and

was embodied with the whole system of God's covenant

with the Jews. And this is rendered the more remark-

able, by what was made the second proposition: that

the event in question was predicted under a dispensa-

tion, unpropitious to the expectation of the accomplish-

ment of it.

What is here referred to, is that property of the Jew-

ish dispensation, by which the subjects of it were

brought under a national covenant, in a separation from

all the nations of the earth; being strictly prohibited

from intercourse with them in faith and worship. This

property begins to shew itself in the call of their ances-

tor, when it was said to him, " Get thee out of thy coun-

try, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house: "f
In obedience to which, as is said, " he went out, not

knowing whither he went."| The appointment to him

of the right of circumcision, his being caused to dwell

in tents, the continuance of this state of pilgrimage to

his patriarchal descendants, " the heirs with him of the

same promise;"§ and the adjustment of these provisions

to the design of keeping them at a distance, in the con-

*Isa. xlix.fi. t Gen. xii. 1. $ Heb. xi. S. § Heb. xi. 3
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eerns of religion, from the surrounding nations, whose

land they were to inherit, but " whose iniquity was not

yet full,"* are strong facts, in testimony of what is now
affirmed to have been a property of their national desig-

nation. When, on the eve of their settlement in Canaan,

a code of laws was given to them, the same peculiar

scheme of worship, and the same interdiction of all re-

ligious intercommunity with other nations, pervades the

body of its injunctions and its rites. They were " not

to make mention of the names of the gods of the nations

round about, nor let it be heard out of their mouth."f
In the annual feast of the passover, '* no stranger was

to eat thereof," unless after submitting to the rite of

national incorporation; for then " he was to come near

and keep it." In the subordinate ceremonies, the same

trait of public polity is to be kept in view; both to be

explanatory of them; and to account, as well for their

being appointed by a divine Lawgiver, as for their be-

ing received or continued in any country. And further,

when the leader of that people was setting before them

one of the effects of future disobedience, in their being

led away captive before their enemies; it is introduced

as an awful consequence which would ensue, that in

the lands of their captivitv, they would "serve other

gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which

neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell."J
Of the national property here delineated, it was an

abuse in the later periods of the history of the Israelites,

that they were prone to consider all other nations as off-

casts from the fatherly care of the common Creator and

Preserver: agreeably to what is said by the apochry-

phal Esdras, " Thou madest the world for our sake: as

* Genesis xv. 16. f Exodus xxiii. 13. | Deut. iv. 28.



for the other people which also come of Adam, thou

hast said that they are nothing, but be like unto spittle,

and hast likened the abundance of them unto a drop

that falleth from a vessel."* There is nothing in the

genuine books of the Old Testament, to countenance

this fancy: there are even express testimonies against

it; of which one only shall be here cited. It is where

Solomon, at the dedication of the temple, prays as fol-

lows: " Moreover, concerning the stranger, which is

not of thy people Israel, but is come from a far coun-

try for thy great name's sake, and thy mighty hand, and

thy stretched out arm, if they come and pray in this

house; then, hear thou from the heavens, even from

thy dwelling place; and do, according to all that the

stranger calleth on thee for." This and many other pas-

sages imply, that there have been, in other nations, wor-

shippers of the one true God; without the being brought

under the bond of the national covenant of the Jews.

Still, the exclusive nature of this dispensation was as is

here described.

But that in the first establishment of such an exclu-

sive economy, and in all the succeeding periods of it,

there should be intimations of a future unlimited exten-

sion of its benefits; and that there should be, from time

to time, an interposition of divine illumination, carrying

forward the expectation to the breaking down of a party

wall between Jews and Gentiles, which had been raised

under divine direction, although to be of temporary

continuance; is itself a very extraordinary association:

and the noticing of it will help to the effect of the third

proposition—that the prophecy in the text, however

given under a dispensation unpropitious to the expecta-

* 2 Esdras vi. 55, 56.

B
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tion of the accomplishment of it, has been accomplished

to a very great extent; and by means utterly incompe-

tent, otherwise than as governed by a divine agency.

With the recollection, that the words of the text are

a part of the last prophecy under the law, we cannot but

remark this coincidence of die Old Testament and the

New; that whereas the former ends with the annuncia-

tion of a dispensation, under which " the name of God
should be great among the Gentiles," the latter, when

it records the nativity of the adorable person who is the

subject of it, records also as a property of the event,

that it was " glad tidings of great joy, which should be

to all people."* Even before his birth, Zecharias had

foretold under inspiration, that he was to " give light

to them that sat in darkness and the shadow of death."f

To sustain the sentiment; certain eastern sages are con-

ducted by a supernatural meteor, with the first fruits of

gentile worship, to the new born Saviour. J On the pre-

sentation of the holy Infant in the temple, the aged Si-

meon foresees of him, that he is to be " a light to en-

lighten the Gentiles. "§ St. Matthew, in recording the

beginning of his public preaching, does not fail to re-

cord also, that it was in the part of Judea, adjacent to

Gallilee of the Gentiles; conceiving of this as agreeing

with those prophetic words of Isaiah, " The people

which walked in darkness have seen a great light; they

that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them

hath the light shined."||

In the ensuing ministry of our Saviour, although he

declared that " he was not (personally) sent, but to the

lost sheep of the house of Israel;"** yet, that the other

* Luke ii. 10. § Luke ii. 32.

f Luke i. 79. || Matthew iv. 16.

i Matthew ii. 2. ** Matthew xv. 24..



II

'matter was a prominent object within his view, appears

from his announcing explicitly, " They shall come from

the east and from the west, and from the north and

from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of

God;"* that is, become members of the christian

church: and, " other sheep I have, which are not of this

fold; them also I must bring, and there shall be one fuld

and one shepherd, "f Many of his parables are to the

same effect; as that of the vineyard, which was to be

given to other husbandmen; J that of the leaven hid in

three measures of meal, until the whole was leavened; §

and that of the seed growing into a tree, under the

branches of which, the fowls of the air should take shel-

ter.11 And to carry this head of the evidence to the ex-

tent, we find him, immediately before his ascension,

referring to " repentance and remission of sins;" which

were to be " preached to all nations, beginning at Jeru-

salem."**

Never was there a great event ordained, with hu-

man means, less competent to the accomplishment of it.

When we look at the greatness of the work, that of

the pulling down of idolatry, which had grown out of

the corruptions of men, and was favourable to the in*

dule'ence of them; which was seated on the throne of

empire, and held to be essential to the maintenance of

its prerogatives; and which was embodied, not only

with the religious rites of communities, but with all the

transactions of civil life, with the discipline of war, and

even with popular amusement and dissipation; and then,

to replace the unholy system, by a faith in contrariety

* Luke xiii. 29. § Matthew xiii. 33.

t John x. 16.
|i
Matthew xiii. 32.

} Matthew xxi. 41. ** Luke xxir. 47-.
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to all the wayward propensities of mankind; and which,

being founded on the perfections of God, had for its

end the making of us " holy as he is holy;"* was an

achievement beyond all proportion to the contrivance

and the energy of human agents, had they been pre-

pared for it by education, by acquirements, and by in-

fluence.

But far from this, the selected heralds were men of

ail ordinary standing in society; and without any of the

advantages which have been noticed. They were even

encumbered by prejudices, unconformable to the la-

bours which lay before them. The use of violence was

as much beyond their power, as it was alien from the

spirit of the religion which they were to propagate.

Not only so, they had before them the being generally

hated and despised: both Jews and Gentiles being com-

bined in the sentiment, that the propagation of a faith,

more beneficent beyond all comparison than any reli-

gion or any philosophy yet known, was worthy of im-

prisonment and of scourging; and in many instances,

of death,

And yet under such discouragement, how ardent was

their zeal, and how extensive were the effects of it!
J

within the age of the apostles, the glad tidings were

sounded by them eastward into India and Parthia; and

westward, to the land of our pagan ancestors; then con-

ceived of as the remotest of the people of the earth.

From the brightness of the truths proclaimed by them,

the errors of heathenism retired, like the darkness of

the night before the sun.

Surely here is an effect not to be accounted for by

human enterprise. No; it was brought about " by the

* 1 Peter i. 16.-
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demonstration of the spirit and power:"* by the demon-

stration of the Spirit, in prophecies delivered through a

succession of ages; and by demonstration of supernatu-

ral power, in the gift conferred by the Holy Ghost on

the day of Pentecost. In all of them there was a relation

to the spreading of the gospel among the heathen: but

it appeared especially in the gift of tongues; which was

exclusively for their benefit. And hence it was, that

when the time came for the removing of the prejudice

against the admission of converts from heathenism,

without their submission to the ritual law; and when

St. Peter was instructed in a vision to repair to a hea-

then company in Cesarea; the immediate effect of their

faith, was their being " heard to speak with tongues and

magnify God."f In all this, there is the consistency of

a divine economy; and far from having the stamp of the

contrivance of man, it is one of the illustrious instances

of the truth of the saying in scripture, that " God's

thoughts are not our thoughts, nor his ways our ways.";j:

Thus far we have attended to past accomplishments;

and in regard to the future, we are to call to mind ano-

ther saying of scripture, that " the promises of God are

yea and amen;"§ that is, immutable and sure. Accor-

dingly, I proposed as the fourth proposition, that the ex-

tent in which the prophecy has been fulfilled, gives

ground of confidence in the entire verifying of it in fu-

ture.

For every consideration which establishes the source

of the prediction concerning the conversion of the Gen-

tiles, proves that it was designed to be entire. Isaiah,

contemplating the consummation of it, beholds " the

* 1 Corinthians ii. 4, \ Isaiah Iv. 8.

* Acts x. 40. § 2 Corinthians i. 20.
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glory of the Lord covering the earth, as the waters cover

the sea."* Malachi, in the text, describes the predicted

dispensation as coextensive with the circuit of the sun*

Our Saviour himself pointedly declares, that his gospel,

before " the end come," must " first be preached among
all nations."! And in the concluding book of scripture,

which gives a summary view of the fortunes of the

christian church to the end of time; on the sounding of

the seventh trumpet, " there are heard voices in heaven

saying, the kingdoms of this world are become the king-

doms of our Lord and of his Christ."J
It is so natural to ground the expectation of the fu-

ture on the experience of the past, that there seem but

two pretences, on which the inference can be eluded

in the present instance. The first is, the consideration

of the omnipotence of God; who, having the hearts of

his creatures and the elements of nature at his command,

may by a word accomplish, what he is described as

bringing about by a chain of events, reaching from the

beginning of the world. The other, is the disproportion-

ate increase of the kingdom of the Redeemer, since the

ages immediately succeeding the age of the apostles.

The former objection might as well be applied to the

growth of man and of other animals; to the gradual

bringing of the earth under cultivation; and the slow

application of its products, to the uses which may be

made of them by the means of industry and art. There

is an analogy between the agency of God as it is in na-

ture, and as it is in the dispensations of his moral go-

vernment. It ought to be sufficient to reconcile us to

the latter, that he will judge his creatures according to

the states of discipline, in which they have been placed

Jsaiah xi. 5. + 'Matthew xxiv. U. | Ilcv. xi. 15.
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respectively: and, therefore, there is no inconsistency

with his attributes, in the gradual and slow progress of

the intellectual and the moral cultivation of the world.

In regard to the latter objection, it should be remem-

bered, that the church of God, having been founded by

the interposition of his omnipotence, and having been

left to be acted on by natural causes; all under the gui-

dance of a Providence, which will conduct them to

their intended issue; the object is favoured by the

enlightened zeal and by the faithful labours of the pro-

fessors of religion on the one hand, and is hindered by

their errors in belief, and by their corruption of man-

ners on the other. Accordingly, the fact here in ques-

tion may be accounted for, by the intrusion of grievous

errors within the pale of the christian church, especially

in the " revelation of the mystery of iniquity," seen by

St. Paul to be " already working" in his day; and which

was to stand forth with all its formidable appendages,

when what then " let" or hindered—that is, the power

of the empire, should be " taken out of the way."*

The subsequent happening of these events is a con-

firmation of the whole argument; and warrants our ap-

plying to it of the saying of St. Peter, that with God,

^ one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years

" as one day."f

In order to sustain the sentiment, it will be to the pre-

sent point, to call into view certain prophecies as an-

cient as the prophecy in the text; and bearing, not in-

deed directly on the event there foretold, but on other

events, which speak to us at this day, in the condition

of the world.

When Isaiah prophesied, Babylon reared her head in

* 3 Thessalonians ii. 7. f 2 Peter iii. 8.



16

the full pride of her power, and her magnificence; on

account of which she is called by him, " the glory of

kingdoms," and " the beauty of the Chaldees' excel-

lency."* Yet in vision he beheld her " swept away with

the besom of destruction," and her place become " a

bittern and pools of water."f It was " never to be inha-

bited from generation to generation." Even this is short

of the extremity of her degradation; for the wandering

Arab was no longer " to pitch his tent there;" nor were

the shepherds, in their temporary lodgments, to " make

their folds there:" but it was to be " an habitation for

dragons," for " owls," and for other animals which re-

tire from human habitation. J Such was the prophecy;

and what has been the result? It is before the world, in

the uncertainty of antiquaries as to the precise spot, on

which stood that earliest mistress ofthe east; and in their

certainty, that it was in a tract of country, partly become

pools of water, by the changing of the channel of the

Euphrates; and partly a thirsty soil, occupied by the

very species of beast and reptile, to which the prophecy

had condemned it.

Another instance, is in the end of Tyre. Ezekiel be-

held her saying in the pride of her heart, " I sit in the

seat of God, in the midst of the seas."§ Yet he also saw

her in vision—" like the top of a rock, and for the

spreading of nets in the midst of the sea."|| Zechariah,

who prophesied at rather a later period, beheld her still

" heaping up silver as the dust, and fine gold as the

mire of the streets."** Yet it was revealed to him, that

" her power should be smitten in the sea," and that she

should be " devoured with fire." For the wonderful

* Isaiah xiii. 19. § Ezekiel xxviii. 2.

t Isaiah xiv. 23. || Ezekiel xxvi. 2.

t Isaiah xiii. 20, 21„ ** Zechariah ix» 3,. 4'

!
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accomplishment of all this, let the appeal be made to

travellers and voyagers of modern times; who discover

the site, but without tracing a vestige of the proud city,

who formerly bore the trident of the waves, her ram-

parts.

Another instance is Egypt—the cradle of science,

and the earliest seat of very extensive empire. The
same Ezekiel, writing while she was in her glory, apos-

trophized her monarch as " the great dragon who lay in

the midst of his rivers;" and who said, " My river is

mine own, and I have made it for myself."* Yet the

same prophet foretold of Egypt, " It shall be the basest

of kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any more among
the nations."! Almost ever since, the Egyptians have

been subject to a succession of conquerors. And at

this day, as for some ages past, the stigma of " the ba-

sest of kingdoms" is verified in the peculiar circum-

stances of their slavery: which is not subjection to dy-

nasties of foreign princes; but the being trampled on

by a succession of foreigners of the lowest grade, intro-

duced into their country as slaves, but trained to be

their tyrants.

Of all the instances in which prophecy has been illus-

trated by fact, the most remarkable is that of the Jewish

nation, and the fulfilment of what was foretold of them,

to the present time. Agreeably to the sentence of their

rejected Messiah, that they were to be " led away cap-

tive into all nations;"| the awful dispensation came up-

on them: and they have continued in the lands of their

captivity, a people with their religion and their national

manners. New nations have risen, and flourished, and

gone to ruin; while this people, not melting into any of

* Ezekiel xxix« 3. I Ezekiel xxix. 15. i Luke xxi. 24.

c
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their masses, bnt maintaining a common character in

the east and in the west, in the north and in the south,

are reserved for the appointed period of their captivity,

defined in the words of the same Messiah—" until the

times of the Gentiles be fulfilled:"* which St. Paul also

foresaw, when he expressed himself in similar language

thus—" Blindness in part hath happened unto Israel,

until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in:"f and

which the prophet, the last quoted, had foreseen long

before; when he introduced the Almighty, " saying to

the north give up, and to the south, keep not back; bring

my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of

the earth."$

The amount of these statements is, that the delay of

the accomplishment of the prophecy in the text is, in

itself, no impeachment of its certainty: that still less

should it be doubted of, when the delay is seen to have

been foretold also: and that even during the continuance

of it, our faith has the supports of correlative prophe-

cies and facts, addressing us at this very time in the dis-

pensations of the ordinary providence of God. And or

the ground thus established, I proceed to the last pro-

position—That from the review of the subject there

result duties, which should be influential on our con-

sciences and our conduct.

The first to be noticed, is the being confirmed in our

most holy faith, by the support which it derives froi

the subject of the present festival. The devotions pre-

pared for the celebration of it, are bottomed on the pre-

sumed certainty of the event; being designed to excite

suitable sensibilities in our minds; and such as may

have the permanent effect of an holy life and conversa-

* Luke xxi. 24. i Romans xi. 25.
J: Isaiah xliii. 6.
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lion. But what is now suggested, is the incidental usie

of perceiving the event to be confirmatory of a religious

system; thus looking back to the beginning of time,

and forwards to its being lost in eternity. Infidelity may
display its destructive frenzy in the corruption of the

morals of its victims, in the ruin of families, and in the

undermining of the foundations of thrones. But under

the sanction of the present evidence and of the like, we
may apply to the occasion what the psalmist said in re-

ference to the early preaching of the gospel, when he

foresaw " the heathen raging and the people imagining

vain things, the kings of the earth standing up, and the

rulers taking counsel together against the Lord and

against his Christ." To the threatening danger there

is opposed the high decree of the Almighty Father—
" Yet have 1 set my King upon my holy hill of Zion:"

and the assurance is given to him, " ask of me, and I

shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the

utmost parts of the earth for thy possession."* The
decree stands still firm in the unchanging counsels of

God. The King contemplated in it, maintains his august

throne in the dominion of grace: he is carrying it on to

its consummation: and the sense of the text will be at last

verified, in the greatness of his name from the rising to

the setting sun.

Another resulting duty, is a state of heart and a course

of life, corresponding to the benefit of the manifestation

cf Christ to the Gentiles. We cannot overlook the

close connexion of the subjects in the text: for after

foretelling, " my name shall be great among the Gen-

tiles;" it exacts the due return on their part—"Incense

shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering."

* Psalms i. 1, 2., 6, 8,



20

The return has been made throughout the past ages of

the christian church, by the " great multitude" which

St. John saw in vision, " of all nations and kindred and

people and tongues, standing before the throne and be-

fore the Lamb."* This should bring home the question

to the bosoms of us all—How far our religious state is

the better, for the light under which we were born and

live. What the gospel requires of us on this account, is

evident in all such places as where we read—" ye were

sometime darkness, but now are ye light in the

Lord:"f it being added immediately, " walk as chil-

dren of the light. "J Doubtless, as Christ said in person,

" Woe unto thee Chorazin," and " Woe unto thee

Bethsaida," because the mighty works done in them

were without adequate effect; the same woe will light

on the heads of those, who, in addition to the evidence

of the same, hear themselves addressed by interposi-

tions of the divine agency in the present circumstances

of the world. Accordingly, on the present festival,

bringing before us the testimony of the travellers from

a far country—" we have seen his star in the east and are

come to worship him;" let us examine how far we can

join in their adoration, with the proper evidences of the

sincerity of it, in a holy state of heart and a correspond-

ing life. Without this, the manifestation to the Gentiles

is no further interesting to us, than as a call arises from

it like that of St. Paul, where he says, " Awake thou

that sleepest; arise from the dead, and Christ shall give

thee light."H

The third branch of improvement, is the anticipation

* Revelations v. 9. | Matthew xi. 18.

t tphesiuns v. 8. || Ephesiana v. 14.
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of the entire fulfilment of the promise in the text. The
opinion, that the period of the event is not very distant,

is cherished by many eminent persons of the present

day, who think that they discover it in the signs of the

times. He who now addresses you, has been in the habit

of suppressing in his own mind any confident interpre-

tation of those scriptures, which have a bearing on the

subject; being persuaded, that they have been put un-

der the cover of figurative language, in order that the

interpretation may not be visible, until the time of the

fulfilment. He cannot, however, deny there being a

plausible ground of the opinion, in some circumstances

connected with the subject. If there be indeed, in scrip-

ture, promising appearances of a speedy renewal of the

propagation of the gospel, the expectation of it is not a

little sustained by a recently growing zeal in christian

nations, to promote so glorious a work; especially in

astonishing efforts to spread the knowledge of the sa-

cred volume; by translations of it into foreign languages,

and by other means of diffusing its invaluable contents:

it being impossible that this blessed book should travel

to any clime, without its becoming instructive, persua-

sive, and consolatory, by its own intrinsic excellence.

Much use will arise from the weight of this sentiment

on our minds: for it will mould them to a state, in

which they will contemplate the public disorders of the

world, not indeed without disapprobation of the injuri-

ous passions which impel to them, but with the sub-

mission dictated by the conviction, that they will be

overruled to the establishment of the kingdom of God;

typified in scripture by " a stone cut out of the moun-
tain without hands, and filling the whole earth."* This

* Daniel ii. 34, 35,
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is the kingdom, the coming of which we pray for in the

form which our Lord himself hath taught us; and which

we are bound to promote, not by our prayers only, but

as the providence of God shall furnish opportunity, by

our personal exertions, and by our beneficence.

The last practical result, is the obligation lying on us

as a christian church, to provide for the preaching of

the word, for the administering of the sacraments, and

for whatever essentially pertains to the ordinances of

our holy religion, among ourselves. " In every place,"

says the text, " incense shall be offered to my name,

and a pure offering:" evidently enjoining a duty on us,

not merely as individuals, but as members of that so-

cial body, which St. Paul contemplated, when he said

to the Ephesians—" Ye are built on the foundation of

the apostles and prophets; Jesus Christ himself being

the chief corner stone."*

It is under a conviction of this duty, that sundry

members of our communion have formed themselves

into " a Society for the advancement of Christianity in

Pennsylvania." They have defined their object to be,

the sending of missionaries—the taking of youths of

genius and piety by the hand with a view to the minis-

try and—the distributing of the Bible and other reli-

gious books.

In order to perceive the demand for the present un-

dertaking, regard should be had to the peculiar cir-

cumstances of the episcopal church in this state. It was

planted here, not as some other religious communions,

by large bodies of emigrants, drawn close together by

their political condition in the old world, and combining

dieir religious efforts in the new; but in general by un-

* Ephesians ii. 20.
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connected individuals, scattered into various vicinities;

and not competent, in scarcely any of them, to the sup-

port of a gospel ministry.* Of the few churches erected

before the independence of these states, some are at

this time without any other than incidental opportuni-

ties of worshipping God, in the way which their forefa-

thers brought with them into the wilderness of Ameri-

ca; and which was the most acceptable to them, and

continues to be so to their descendants. In later years,

new settlements have been formed to the extremities of

the state: and although, in general, the face of that vast

tract of country has been covered by settlers of other

religious sentiments than ours; yet there are many
neighbourhoods, in each of which there are a few mem-
bers of our communion, attached to it from principle

and from habit, who are utterly incompetent to the

making of a ministerial provision, according to the low-

est ideas of sufficiency in that line.

He who now addresses you, would think the occasion,

hardly worthy of the zeal of a respectable society, or of

an earnest call on the liberality of the church; if the

enterprise were to have the effect of encouraging the

indifference or the parsimony of those who are to be the

objects of the benefit: but confiding that the discre-

tion of the trustees will direct their efforts to places, in

which there would not otherwise be a ministerial sup-

ply; he considers the present claim, as coming within

the scope of the message to the church of Sardis—" Be

* Before the American revolution, no congregation out of the

city, and not even any two or three congregations together, were

judged competent to the maintaining of a settled minister. There

Were in the whole province, still excepting the city, six clergy-

men, who derived their support, principally from the society (in

England) for propagating the gospel.



24,

watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that

are ready to die."*

This is a duty, resting more immediately on each

man, within the sphere of his personal influence. But it

also extends to the interesting of him in the religious

wants of all associated with him, by the ecclesiastical

tie of an agreement in doctrine, in discipline, and in

worship: otherwise, there is no ground of that lesson

of fellow feeling given by an apostle, where he says,

" whether one member suffer all the members suffer

with it; or one member be honoured, all the members

rejoice with it."f

Perhaps some may object to the extent of the design;

and they may suppose it too great to be accomplished

by supplies from the few churches, whose contributions

can be expected to any considerable amount. But this

only shews, that the expenditures should be according

to the income, and that the contributions should be

liberal, in proportion to the circumstances of the con-

tributors* It will not be too sanguine to expect, that

there may be raised, even at present, a sufficiency for

the expenses of occasional visits to our distant brethren;

at first by ministers generally occupied in other charges,

and in due time, by the employment of a few missiona-

ries wholly in the service. If even occasional visits

should answer the purpose of producing the good effects

contained in the sa\ ing of an apostle—" Faith cometh

by hearing, and hearing by the word of God;"J and if

the scattered members of the flock should have, though

at distant intervals, not only the sounding of the gospel

in their ears, but opportunities of bringing themselves

and their children to the worship and to the sacraments

* Rev. Hi. 2. t 1 Cor. xii. 26. \ Rom. x. 17.
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of the church; and if in the intervals between such

visits, the work should be forwarded by books of ra-

tional devotion; the piety and the liberality which shall

produce such an effect, is not without the mark of " the

fruit of the spirit;"* and, it may be hoped, will not be

without its reward.

Even in the infancy of the Society, there has been

such a visitation under its auspices, by two of our reve-

rend brethren;! one of them, limited by the weight of

his labours in the city to a few churches in its vicinity;

and the other,J performing a tour to the western ex-

tremity of the state. The readiness with which their la-

bours have been received, the satisfaction which has

been expressed from the various places where they have

officiated, and the hopes which have been raised of the

continuance and the increase of our concern for these

destitute portions of the vineyard, are a ground of trust,

that the great Lord of it approves of our design, and

will bestow on it his blessing.

In such an undertaking as the present, every consi-

derate person will perceive the danger of so multiplying

the objects, as that the beneficence extended to it will

be scattered, and not leave a permanent effect in any

line of direction. It is to be hoped, that no such conse-

quences will ensue, by combining with the missionary

plan, the extending of aid, where necessary, to young

men preparing for the ministry. The time and the mea-

sure of aid, is left to discretion. That there may be op-,

portunities of much usefulness in this way, must be ob-

vious to all who consider the present state of the church;

* Gallatians v. 22.

t The Rev. Dr. Joseph Pilmore.

\ The Rev. Jackson Kemper,

D
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especially the fewness of the labourers, in comparison

of the harvest; and the great demand for qualifications,

which may be adequate to the guarding of the people

against the arts of infidelity, and against error in any

way in which it may be combined with the profession

of Christianity.

Such is the object to which you are solicited to con-

tribute on this occasion—to contribute liberally, in pro-

portion as you have been blessed by the great Being,

who wills that the light of his gospel shall be as diffu-

sive as that of his sun; but has left this to be accom-

plished by human means; which will at last effect it,

under the incitements of his spirit. It is a work, which

forwards the consummation of all his dispensations, as

they respect this world and its concerns. Not only so;

it favours the good of civil society, by promoting what-

ever contributes to the peace and the security of private

life. The fact is well attested, that in neighbourhoods

in which social worship has been unknown, or for a

long time discontinued, a great proportion of the peo-

ple have become lost to morals, and even to decency.

In another generation, the degeneracy among them

would be entire, were there not a counteracting cause,

in the zeal of the professors of the christian name—

a

zeal " looking, not every man on his own things

(only) but every man also on the things of others."*

Let a spirit of this sort be honoured, in whatever reli-

gious society it may be found; but so honoured, as to

provoke to the like exercise of love, and not to be an

excuse to us, either as a religious communion, or as

individuals, for shrinking from our share of so good a

work.

My brethren of this society, and especially its trus*

* Philippians ii. 4.
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tees; your preacher supposes, that he may pledge your

faith to the congregation, for the zealous discharge of

the trust committed to you. A requisite to this, is your

being yourselves sensible of the holy operation of that

religion, which you endeavour to render influential over

others. Experience warrants the opinion, that to endea-

vour to extend the influence of religion by the instru-

mentality of men who have no sense of it on their minds,

and much more by those who live in flagrant violation

of its dictates, is not likely to be attended by the bless-

ing of God, or by the respect and the confidence of men,

It is what the prophet Ezekiel calls " building with

untempered mortar:"* and in proportion to the extent

of the evil, it will affect the stability of the edifice.

You must perceive it to be equally important, to be

careful as to evidences of the piety of those, who may be

sent by you on the errand of the gospel. It would be

extravagant, to suppose the possibility of your know-

ingly employing immoral clergymen on the work. But

this out of the question; unless a minister be sensible of

•the power of godliness, manifesting itself in the graces

required of us in the word of truth; and especially in

the grace which interests us in the salvation of men, and

invites endeavours for the accomplishing of it; he is not

likely to be of much use in any ministerial charge: and

of all charges he will be the least useful in that which

your missionaries are to undertake.

It falls in with this sentiment to remark, that they

should be men who have at heart the leading doctrines

of the gospel, as they relate to the character and to the

offices of the Redeemer; especially to his divinity, to

his atonement, and to the need of the aids of the hoky

*, £zekiel xiii. 10.
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Spirit: to the former, as accommodated to the corrup-

tion of human nature, and its effects; and to the latter,

as the result of our essential weakness. Even when

preaching is not directly on these or the like points, it

should have the seasoning of their virtue; and without

it, will be of little avail, either to the conversion of sin-

ners, or to the edifying ofthe godly. But there is no dimi-

nution of this advice in the additional remark, that an

object of this Society should be the sustaining of these

doctrines, in union with the constituent principles of

our church, in discipline and in worship: principles,

which we believe to be the most agreeable to primitive

antiquity; and without which, we shall be like " a king-

dom divided against itself"*—full of " confusion and

every evil work."f

We are aware, that under the diversity of religious

sentiment, which God has suffered to take place among

those who expect salvation through the same Redeemer;

there is a debt of charity from us towards all of this de-

scription, which should make us rejoice in any good

accomplished by their labours. Even if, in some in-

stances, evangelical doctrine should be intermixed with

error, we have a better prospect of the issue, as to the

temporal and the eternal happiness of our fellow-men,

than from their being entangled in the snares of infidel-

ity, or from their being abandoned to entire ignorance

of religious truth and duty. These are weight)7 consi-

derations; and yet, in the portion of Christendom in

which Providence has cast our lot, we see no way of

being useful to the common cause, but on the ground

of that apostolic church of which we are members; and

which we believe to have been acted on during those

9 Matthew xu. 25. t James iii. 16'.
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early ages, wherein Christianity was the most adorned

by the lives and by the deaths of its professors.

Under the influence of these sentiments, the society

has been instituted; and is now offered to the patronage

and to the charitable assistance of the church. If there

be any among us (and doubtless there are many) who
have known the powerful efficacy of the religion of Je-

sus, in its delivering of them from the dominion of sin,

in its guarding of them against temptations, in its bring-

ing of consolation under the troubles of life, and in its

bearing up of their minds with an hope full of immor-

tality; they are now invited to testify their sense of the

inestimable benefit, by extending it to their fellow mem-
bers of the same communion; who are not ordinarily, if

at all, within the sound of the preached gospel, and the

enjoyment of the instituted means of grace. If there be

any who fall short of the character described, and yet

revere and value religion and its saving truths; they are

invited to contribute to this work of love; not in com-

mutation for any deficiency in heart or life, but as for-

warding what must be sanctioned by their judgments;

and as a mean of interesting their affections in a trea-

sure, which they may be thus excited to make their

own. And even if there should be any, who value reli-

gion no further than as it humanizes the minds of men,

and disposes them to be useful members of society;

while we wonder that such persons do not perceive a

divine agency in the connexion between this cause and

this effect; and confess that both personal and social

worship are duties as legible in the book of nature, as

any duty which is essential to the existence of the social

state; yet their beneficence is solicited, and will be

thankfully received; with a view to an end pursued ik
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common by religion and by law—" the leading of peace-

able lives in all godliness and honesty."*

On considering the danger of the loss of every vestige

of Christianity, in many extensive districts of these states;

and that under their political constitution it must hap-

pen, otherwise than in proportion as the evil may be

prevented by churches and by other religious associa-

tions; we need not hesitate to pronounce, that the de-

signs of the Society now assembled, have a near relation

to the great subject of the present festival. And we may
humbly hope, that if the work to be hereafter done shall

be proportioned to the zeal with which it has been un-

dertaken; it will rank with other labours of love, shewn

in vision to the favoured writer of the apocalypse, when

he saw " an angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the

everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the

earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and

people."! The appearance of this agent, just before the

announcing of the fall of mystic Babylon, has for a long

time persuaded your preacher, that it is emblematical

of renewed efforts for the spreading of the glad tidings

of salvation; referred by the series of the prophecy to

times, which are probably not remote. But whether the

passage relate to the future, or, as is generally constru-

ed, to the preaching of the gospel during ages, in which

it was generally intermixed with grievous error; still,

the spirit of the words breathes in all faithful endeavours

for the extension of the kingdom of the Redeemer; and

in all such oblations for the support of them, as are now
solicited of this respected audience.

*
1 Timothy ii. 2. f Revelations xiv. 6.
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